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NCACA SPRING EDUCATIONAIL MEETING BIG SUCCESS!

Our spring conference on Tuesday, March 10 at the Vernon James Research Center in Plym—

outh was a huge success; nearly 30 consultants, their employees and presenters spent the day

receiving updates on micro-nutrients and sulfur - the use of Avail anj) Nu’crisphere-N; nema-

tode management and £ungici(1e use on field crops, and TSP information and updates. Sfecial
R

thanks to all our presenters: Carl Crozier and Steve Koenning of NCSU, and Greg Walker of
the USDA NRCS.

Part of the crowd of 30
at’cenclees at the NCACA
Spring Educational Meeting.

NCSU's Carl Crozier helps Steve
A Koenning cue up his presentation
while NCACA members Danny
Pearce and Biﬂy McLawhorn

® contribute some advice.

A smiling Webster Harrell

did a great jol) as conference
coordinator 1ining up s ealzers,
grtting attendees and
arranging a great lunch.

Greg Walker of USDA covered
the sweeping changes in TSP,




——

farm labor, farmland preservation, environmental policies and food sai;ety.
The whole group traveled to Wasi'iington, DC in Fei)ruary where ti'iey met with
congressmen, 1egislative assistants and poiiticai organizations that are stake-
holders on our group issue. The group is going to tour Brazil and California
in January/February of 2010 to try to learn more about their production and
leaclerships skills tiiey use.

Daniel shared the i)acieground of the program: In the increasingiy competi-
tive global marizetplace, North Carolina agriculture needs leaders who can
efiectiveiy advocate for our foocl, fiber and forestry inclus’cries, which account
for $68.3 billion of North Carolina’s $336 hillion gross state product. Poli-
cies deveioped at the state, local and national levels impact agricuiture and
agrii)usiness. Agricuiturai leaders need the tools to advocate for agricuiture
at all levels to ensure that government poiicies and pu]aiic opinion related to

agricuiture remain positive to ensure profitai)ility.

Since the 1980s, CALS has conducted an Agriculturai Leaclersilip Deve]op-

ment Program to promote personai cleveiopment and teach ieaclersiiip skills to
proiessionals from government, commocli’cy and farm organizations. In the
eariy years, the program ’cargetecl mainiy those involved in the procluction and
marlze’ting of tobacco, but Jcoclaty group members reflect a greater cliversity in
the roles tiiey piay and the procluc’cs ti'iey grow. The program has spawnecl some
of the state’s strongest ag’riculturai ieaclers, inciu(iing Larry Wooten of the NC
Farm Bureau and Lawrence Davenport, presiclent of the

agrilousiness firm J.P. Davenport and Son, Inc.

Members of the past agricuiturai leaders class airea(iy have had an impact on

ag‘ricuiturai poiicy, cleveioping white papers on five major agricuiturai issues:
i)iofiieis, pu])iic education about agricui’cure, green space protection, farm la-
bor and the 2007 Farm Bill. The group that worked on the Farm Bill paper
traveled to Washington, DC to share their concerns with the state’s elected

ieaclers.

For more information on the program, you can contact: Dr. Bill Collins,
(919) 515-2717 or i)iii_coiiins@?“ncsu.edu, or Dr. Lanny Hass, (919)
513.0479 or ianny_iiass @nesu.edu




e mission statement o i ity support agricultural consultants
and researchers throughout the world and to provide a forum for information ex-
change within the agricultural community. Some of initial aims of GATAC are:

- To arrange a web site with discussion forum facilities for the benefit of
GAIAC members

- To discuss how we can help facilitate internships around the world for
students of Dr Plant Medicine at University of Florida and Dr of Plant
Health Program at University of Nebraska (To seck out similar programs in
other countries and liaise with them)

= Enal)le crop consultants and researchers access to information on crop
varieties, crop protection products, fertilisers, crop growing systems,
weather and crop conditions througllout the growing season.

All this information will help us to better understand glo]aal crop conditions and yielcl
estimates from information generated l)y fellow professionals. At present, this infor-
mation is generated by government departmen’cs and market research organisations.

Membership is open to agricultural consultants and researchers ’chroughou’c the world.
If you want to find out more about GAIAC, as an initial approach please contact Al
Averitt, or either AICC , Sarah Cowlriclz, Chief Executive or NAICC, Allison Jones,

Executive Vice President

The Harvest is a mont}r]y newsletter of the North Carolina Agricu]tura] Consultants
Association intended to give a quick overview of the activities in the lives and careers o
the NCACA nlembers}lip. Anyone with contributions should email the information to
Ke]]y Andrews, NCACA Executive Director at Iee]]ylyol)@eartll]in]e.net.




